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When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

As we journey through the Lenten season, we look to the cross, the
symbol of Christ’s death and resurrection. The crosses that enhance
the worship spaces in Redstone are as varied and wonderfully made
as the members of the congregations.

The tallest cross in Redstone is likely the outdoor cross at the First
Presbyterian Church, Murrysville. The modern design is crafted
from Cor-ten, a self-weathering steel product that protects itself with
a layer of oxidation, giving it its copper
coloring. Just slightly smaller is the thirty
foot outdoor cross at the West Hempfield
(Irwin) Church. Made of fiberglass over a
steel core, it was erected in the 1980’s to
mark the location of the church, which is not
visible from the main road. The light-colored Celtic cross was a memorial gift from the
Kilbury family. (The cross that was original to the roof of the church caused the roof to
leak, and had been removed.)

The smallest sanctuary cross just might be the stone-encrusted
silver Cross Botonnée in the United Presbyterian Church of
Bolivar. Justinches in height, the cross is displayed hanging from
a small holder. It was a gift of a former pastor.

Many of the crosses in the presbytery’s churches have been
crafted by church members. The cross in the chancel at the
Pleasant View Presbyterian Church (Smock), a Celtic cross,
was handcrafted from rough oak by Elder J. Richard Thomas. Completed in 1995, it was
dedicated to the glory of God, and in memory of Dick’s father, John Thomas. For the

members of Pleasant View, the cross serves as a reminder of

Dick and his example of faithfulness.

The sanctuary cross at the Union Presbyterian Church Pleasant View

(Mutrysville), is based on a reproduction of the 10t century Presbyterian Church

cross of St. John, which stood at the west door of the Abbey of in Smock

Iona in Scotland. It was designed and constructed by Charles

Stauffer, assisted by James Love, both members of the Union Church, and James’ son

Bob Love. The cross, made of bronze and wood, is eight feet by four feet and weighs

approximately two hundred pounds. Stauffer did all of the carving on the basswood

patterns for the mold from which the bronze was cast. One bronze panel boasts carved

lilies and leaves to symbolize Haster and eternity. The top panel has a crown of thorns.

The circular design at the transept, or “I”” of the cross, represents everlasting life. At the

Union Presbyterian end of the crossbeam are embossed circles denoting the five wounds of our Lord: the

Church in Murrysville 1ail prints on hands and feet, and the sword wound in His side. (continued on page 2)
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