FirstFruits

Of Redstone Presbytery

“The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into
the house of the Lord your God.”
Exodus 23:19

Redstone churches have dramatically changed the way they respond
to God’s generosity in funding the presbytery budget. Instead of pay-
ing a “per capita” or flat rate for each member, congregations instead
contribute to the common work of the presbytery according to the
gifts they have received. This new tithing program, called
FirstFruits, mirrors the Biblical practice of giving :

e A firstfruits offering meansTHANKS. It is a tithe given in pro-
found gratitude to God out of the abundance God showers on us.

e Firstfruits means FIRST. In Scripture, oil for lamps, wood for
fires, flour for daily bread were paid for out of what was left AF-
TER the first-fruits offering.

o  Firstfruits means BEST. It was not to be grudging gift, the left-
overs from the field, the gleanings after harvest, let alone the
barely usable roots and stems and leaves of an otherwise fruitful
plant.

All that we have is God's. Through grace, God has
blessed us so that we may be a blessing.

The Churches of Redstone Presbytery.
Carrying on the work. Together.
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